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Phyllis Wolfram, Missouri Educator, receives The Council of Administrators of Special Education, Inc (CASE)

Harrie N. Selznick CASE Distinguished Service Award
WARNER ROBINS, GA, February 13, 2018— The Council of Administrators of Special Education, Inc (CASE) is an international professional educational organization which is affiliated with the Council for Exceptional Children (CEC) whose members are dedicated to the enhancement of the worth, dignity, potential, and uniqueness of each individual in society. The Council of Administrators of Special Education, Inc. provides leadership and support to members by influencing policies and practices to improve the quality of education.  CASE was constituted in 1952 and has over 4800 members throughout the United States, Canada, and various other countries.  

Each year at the international CEC Convention, CASE honors one of their members with the Harrie N. Selznick award. The Harrie M. Selznick CASE Distinguished Service Award was instituted for recognition of individuals who have been career-long leaders in the administration of special education programs. The intended recipients of the award are individuals who have made significant contributions to the field over extended professional careers. The Selznick Award is the highest CASE honor and it is accompanied by a cash award.

Harrie M. Selznick served as the first Executive Director of the Council of Administrators of Special Education, a post he held from 1973-1983.  He served CASE in many roles throughout his long, distinguished career.

Under Dr. Selznick’s leadership, CASE became incorporated as a professional education association and grew from 223 members to 3600, while its subdivisions grew from none to 28.  It was under Dr. Selznick’s leadership that CASE was first consulted at the federal level for input on national public policy in the U.S. The number of persons touched by Dr. Selznick’s personal attention regarding professional assistance is beyond estimation. His influence is still felt today through a vibrant CASE organization, which would have made him proud. CASE honor’s him by naming the most prestigious award after him.

On February 7, 2018 at the Marriott Waterside Hotel in Tampa, FL, CASE presented the Harrie N. Selznick Award to Phyllis Wolfram. Other Missouri educators were present including Missouri Council of Administrators of Special Education (MO-CASE) President, Carrie Turner; Past President, Steve Beldin; Exec Director, Dr. Terry Allee; and committee chairs:  Dr. Ashley Krause, Missie Evert, and Leigh Gruber. Ms. Wolfram was also the honored guest at the annual CASE Night dinner, held this year on the StarLite Majesty Yacht dinner cruise on Tampa Bay. 
Phyllis Wolfram has been involved in the field of special education in the state of Missouri since the early 80’s where she began her career as a special education teacher at Buffalo High School in Southwest Missouri.  Phyllis entered special education supervision and administration early in her long career.  She has been successful in each position and school district with which she has been associated and is recognized as a model for effective special education leadership across the state.  Phyllis is a long-time member and supporter of CEC and CASE, and their Missouri affiliates.  She has held every leadership role in these organizations, and continues active participation on the MO-CASE Board of Directors even as she serves CASE as President-elect.

Phyllis has made significant contributions to the field of special education.  Her involvement with the National Center for Learning Disabilities (NCLD) Roundtable on behalf of CASE, and her work with the Governor’s Commission on Autism Spectrum Disorders stand out as efforts which resulted in long-term positive impacts on special education administration.  The NCLD roundtable helped develop an “SLD Identification Toolkit”, which incorporates best practices in a user-friendly format.  This valuable resource is posted on the RtI Network website.  One of the accomplishments of her work with the Missouri Governor’s Commission on Autism was the production of Missouri Best Practice Guidelines for Screening, Diagnosis, and Assessment, in 2010, as part of the Missouri Autism Guidelines initiative.  This resource has had a significant impact on the appropriate identification of students in need of intervention and support in Missouri and continues to be a standard reference in the state.

Phyllis has been a consistent voice of advocacy in the state of Missouri and also on a national level.  She served as the Chair of the CASE Ad-hoc Committee for IDEA Reauthorization in 2009.  Policy work continued to call her and she became a member of the CASE Policy and Legislative Committee beginning in 2010.  She chaired the committee from 2013-2016 and continues as a force in CASE’s advocacy efforts a President-elect.  Her voice is present in the work of CEC as well where she is involved in the IDEA Reauthorization Workgroup and has served on the Board of Directors.  

Missouri CASE honored Phyllis with the 2017 Distinguished Service Award, the highest honor presented by MO-CASE.  This award is presented only to those individuals whose contributions to the field of special education are truly outstanding and longstanding.  Because the criteria are so high, MO-CASE does not present this award annually.  Phyllis is a resident of Springfield, Missouri, where she is involved in numerous boards and community activities.  Phyllis Wolfram is a dedicated, well rounded educational leader. She has and continues to make significant contributions to the field of special education leadership at the state and national levels.  She is an outstanding example of who a CASE member should strive to be, and a worthy recipient of the Harrie M. Selznick Distinguished Service Award.
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